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Nhé khi con con rat nho, Ma da day cho con hat va noi tiéng Viét. Lic con 1én 7 tudi thi M4 ghi
cho con hoc Viét Ngir ¢ nha thd. Con da di hoc Viét Ngir moi Chuia Nhat tur lac dé cho dén hét
y ndm & trung hoc.

Luc d6, d6i vai con di hoc tiéng Viét 1a mot didu rat kho khan va chi 1a mot viéc hang tuin M4 bit
con phai lam. Tuy nhién con da tim thay tat ca nhitng nam hoc Viét Ngit qua rat hiru ich, di cho con
) thém mot su lién két gan giii vi Ong Ba va ngudi than cua con.

4 Du con c6 thé noi tiéng Anh v&i moi nguoi trong gia dinh, con cam thdy con khong thé nao chia sé

ﬂ,' dugc hét tam tinh cua con véi Ong Ba con. Viée d6 da 1am cho con kho chju va ciing da thuc day con

é quyét tdm hoc va rén luyén thém Viét Ngit. Con bat dau rang su dung tiéng Viét nhiéu hon khi néi

chuyén voi Ba Ma ¢ nha va tap goi t€n mon an mdi khi di 4n & nha hang Viét Nam. Tir tir, con dé y va

thay tleng Vit rat tién dung trong doi song hang ngay cua con va cang ngay con cang noi tleng Viét

lru loat hon. Con d3 c6 thé néi chuyén voi Ong Ba va con cam thdy minh ¢ thé chia sé nhiéu hon tir
trude dén gio.

Khong nhimng Viét Ngit gitip cho con c6 mot ning khiéu trong doi séng va dic biét dd gan b thém
mdi lién hé gitra con va nhitng ngudi than thuong. Vi 1y do nay, sau khi hoc hét nhiing 16p ctia truong,
con dd nhan gitp lam phu gido. Con mong rang sy dong gdp cua con s& giup cho cic em nho ciing c6
dugc cam nghiém nhu con va tiép tuc gin giit tiéng Viét va van hoa Viét Nam.
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I remember ever since | was little my Mom already taught me how to talk and sing in Vietnamese.
From first grade until high school | attended to Viet ngu every Sunday.

Although it seemed like a bother and was just a routine for me, | learned later that all those years of
studying Vietnamese were beneficial. Learning Vietnamese allowed me to connect with my grandma.

Although I can speak with most of my family members in English, | found myself unable to express
my words to my grandma. Frustrated at my inability to converse in Vietnamese, | found motivation
within myself to learn Vietnamese better. | started practicing more Vietnamese when speaking to my
parents at home and when ordering food at restaurants. Slowly, | became aware of how much | could
use Vietnamese in my daily life and my Vietnamese improved. I could finally talk to my grandma and
share stories with her that | could never share before.

Not only has Vietnamese given me a useful skill in life, but it has allowed to build stronger
relationships with many relatives. That is why, after graduating from Viet ngu, | decided to continue to
TA and help with the Viet ngu program. | hope that my contribution will enable young kids to
experience what | have experienced and continue to carry on the Vietnamese language and culture.



